Winter Lifestyle

Guernsey Estate Agents

Cutting it with the Blades
aerobatic team

STEPHEN
LANSDOWN WHY HE HAS
IMMERSED HIMSELF
IN GUERNSEY LIFE
Defibs for football, helping
to saving lives
Is cryptocurrency a big opportunity for
Guernsey?
Sporting Guernsey: why sport is
thriving on the island

FLIP TO BACK FOR
OPEN MARKET PROPERTIES

A high quality service in
private client banking

Rothschild & Co is one of the world’s leading financial services groups with
a history of over 200 years and a presence in Guernsey for 50 years.
We provide our private clients with an international banking service which
respects tradition and reflects the requirements of the modern world.

Gold bar
Gold bars, as well as silver, were
produced at the Royal Mint Refinery
in London’s East End during
Rothschild’s ownership of the
business (1852-1968). Each bar
was marked with a unique number
and a guarantee of its purity.

The range of services available includes:
•
•
•
•

Call, Notice and Fixed Term Deposits
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I am delighted to be able to introduce
this latest Swoffers Review. We have
tried to make it: action-packed, with
a glimpse of life on the edge with
the Blades aerobatic team, as well as
informative – your guide to all things
'crypto' from our friends at Ernst and
Young, something I know I need help
in understanding; instructive, where
we have been trying to contribute to
the health and wellbeing of the island;
and fascinating, with an insight from
Stephen Lansdown on what Guernsey
has meant for him since moving here in
2010.

I am particularly grateful to Stephen for the time he gave us in
putting this article together. Stephen could have chosen many
places to live and he chose Guernsey. Last time I highlighted
that moving here hopefully meant more for people than just a
house. In Stephen’s case it is considerably more than that and I
am sure you will find his article illuminating. The island is very
lucky to have people willing, and determined, to put so much
more back into the community than merely being a resident.

Craig’s review of the market makes for very positive reading.
More sales in all categories both in the market and, I am
pleased to say, through Swoffers than ever before. For owners,
prices are rising with demand in both Open and Local tending
to outstrip supply. The island’s domestic economy seems in most
sectors to be continuing its positive direction. The likely rises
in taxes in some of our larger neighbouring economies have
continued to drive new incomers seeking respite from those
higher tax regimes – as well as an opportunity to enjoy the
beauty and safety of our island.
The island is not, however, immune from the stresses and strains
of a world coming to terms with the impacts of the pandemic.
The friction that exists in the labour market and the supply
chains are, however, not only a Guernsey issue.

“THERE HAS BEEN A
GREATER CHOICE FOR OUR
BUYERS IN THE LAST FEW
MONTHS THAN HAS BEEN
THE CASE FOR SOME TIME”

The same issues are affecting the UK and elsewhere with some
inflationary pressures creeping in across many parts of various
economies. I am hopeful, though, that as normality, or the
New Normal, emerges post the pandemic, market forces, and
perhaps in Guernsey an open-minded review of how we can
attract and recruit the necessary skills for the island, will begin
to solve those temporary dislocations and pressures will ease.
For those of you looking to buy or rent, rising prices are a
factor to consider but the benefit of a market 'on the move'
is that it prompts people to consider selling when perhaps in
the last few years they have held back. So there has been a
greater choice for our buyers in the last few months than has
been the case for some time. Please do get in touch with our
teams as early in your process as possible.
For homeowners and investors, at Swoffers we believe that
we can help you make that sale or rent that cottage, and with
a strong pipeline of potential buyers and renters, we would
welcome the opportunity to discuss your thoughts about your
home at any time.
I hope you enjoy reading the rest of this review!
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What an amazing year for
property in Guernsey
By Craig Whitman, Swoffers Managing Director

“AS A WELLRUN ISLAND,
WITH LOW
UNEMPLOYMENT
AND A
RELATIVELY
SMALL DEBT
DUE TO THE
PANDEMIC,
WE ARE NOT
UNDER THE
SAME PRESSURES
AS OTHER
JURISDICTIONS”
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Despite the challenges of Covid-19
and border restrictions, the Guernsey
property market has flourished in
2021. Not only have we seen enquiry
and activity levels at an all-time high,
there have also been a record number
of houses sold on both the Open and
the Local Markets and unprecedented
values reached within both.
Our government and Civil Service
have played their part to make sure
our economy continues to function,
putting community safety as a priority.
Guernsey opened its borders in July of
this year allowing various industries,
such as finance, construction and
hospitality, to operate more normally.
This certainly paved the way for our
Open Market property sector to flourish,
with potential buyers able to visit the
island, looking to relocate.
Our vaccination programme has been
first class and the island population
aged 18 years and above is now 92%
fully vaccinated at the time of going
to print and the booster programme
is now well underway. An amazing
achievement and a big thank you to
everyone involved.
Quarters three and four of this year
have followed the same trend as the
two previous quarters, with a continued
high level of property sales. We have
seen an increase in house prices
within our Local Market and stock
levels falling, whilst Open Market
house prices have strengthened, with
movement at the top end of the market
in particular helping to underpin the
confidence in investing in Guernsey
property. These are exciting times for
the Open Market, where the trend has
an upward projection.
As the UK and Europe grapple with the
unprecedented debt due to Covid-19,
their economies, although showing
some recovery, remain fragile and
uncertain.
It would be fair to say that Guernsey
also has some challenges to overcome,
but as a well-run island, with low
unemployment and a relatively small
debt due to the pandemic, we are
not under the same pressures as other
jurisdictions.

For those individuals and families who
have the flexibility to work remotely,
Guernsey offers an attractive tax
incentive with a flat rate of 20% income
tax, no IHT, no CGT and tax caps for
high-income earners. As an example,
purchase a property in the first 12
months of arriving in Guernsey for
£1,360,000 or over and your tax for
that year and the following three years
will be capped at £50,000 on your
worldwide income. Please visit our
website, www.swoffers.co.uk to find out
more about the tax incentives our island
offers.
With the recent changes to
Entrepreneurs’ Relief causing the lifetime
limit to reduce from £10 million to £1
million, Guernsey’s low-tax regime
and impressive business support
infrastructure means the island should
be a serious consideration for those
developing businesses in the UK.
Outside of tax advantages, Guernsey
is a safe and friendly island in which to
live, with top-class facilities, a low crime
rate, superb restaurants and hospitality
venues and one of the most beautiful
coastlines in the British Isles.

Olivia Phillips, who is originally from
Guernsey and moved back to the island
in June 2020, joins us as an Open
Market Negotiator. Previously, Olivia
worked for Chestertons in London and
brings with her a wide range of skills,
knowledge, and experience. We are
delighted that Courtney and Olivia
have joined us and they have already
made a positive impact to our business.
As Directors, we would like to extend a
big thank you to our team of dedicated
staff, who have worked tirelessly this
year and taken on and dealt with
every challenge thrown at them in a
professional manner. Their knowledge,
expertise, and customer service across
both the Local and the Open Markets in
Guernsey is exceptional.
The Guernsey property forecast
for 2022 is positive. We feel the
rather frantic conditions within our
Local Market will stabilise, whilst our
Open Market shows all the signs of
rejuvenation, with continued high
activity levels. We foresee maintained
momentum in the market, with the
potential for price increases as demand
starts to outstrip supply.

Swoffers continues to support
community projects such as the
Pollinator Project, recently supplying
a defibrillator to a local football club
and continuing voluntary staff support
to the Guernsey Welfare Service. We
are proud to play our part in Guernsey
society as we continue the journey
post-pandemic. Additionally, this
year we have included a focus on our
environment and what we can do to
help address climate change. We
have upgraded our fleet of cars to
hybrid, with the next step to go fully
electric, invested in e-bikes for our team
to use and continue to recycle and
upgrade our office infrastructure to help
maximise energy efficiency.
The third quarter of the year saw an
exciting expansion to our Open Market
Team. Courtney Kennedy joined us in
August 2021, after spending the last
five years working in HR in the finance
industry. She will be wearing two hats
for us – as Assistant to our Open Market
Team, and she will also be responsible
for the HR within our office.
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Welcome
to Guernsey
Living in Guernsey

Lifestyle

It’s easy to see why Guernsey is an attractive
relocation destination, with an environment that
helps business to thrive and an enviable lifestyle
that allows for a good work-life balance.

Guernsey is English-speaking, uses the pound
sterling and is in the same time zone as the UK
but enjoys a more temperate climate, similar to
northern France.

There are no barriers to entry into Guernsey. It is
easy to relocate to. In most cases it’s as simple as
buying or renting an Open Market property.

Its coastline of cliffs, beaches, and harbour ports,
combined with its French influence, offer a relaxed
lifestyle with an excellent work-life balance. There
are plenty of sports and leisure opportunities to
enjoy, including – of course – water sports.

Moving to the island is relatively straightforward
and there are plenty of specialists on the island
ready to help. Whether it’s the logistics of getting
your family and possessions to Guernsey, finding
schools and somewhere to live, or registering with
the various authorities, the island has experts that
can help.

The Bailiwick
The Bailiwick of Guernsey is a British Crown
Dependency and low tax jurisdiction in the English
Channel between the UK and France. As well as
Guernsey, the Bailiwick also includes Alderney,
Sark, Herm, Jethou, Brecqhou and Lihou.

The bustling harbour town of St Peter Port is not
only one of the prettiest in Europe but features high
quality restaurants where chefs from around the
world draw inspiration from fresh, local produce. It
also offers independent boutiques and jewellers, in
addition to familiar high street brands.
With its low crime rate and strong sense of
community, Guernsey presents a stable, centred,
and safe space to start a new life.

"Yeune pas coume les aotes"
"One like none other"
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Business

Who can live in Guernsey?

Guernsey is a reputable business centre and one
that offers a supportive environment in which
businesses can flourish.

• A British citizen
• A national of the European Economic Area
(EEA) – that is EU nationals plus nationals of
Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway
• A Swiss national
• If you have the Right of Abode in the UK through
marriage or any other means
• A Commonwealth citizen who would be entitled
to Right of Abode in the UK
• If you have been granted ‘Indefinite Leave to
Remain in the UK’ or any other visa through the
UK Home Office

Establishing a business in Guernsey is a smooth and
efficient process and, thanks to the island’s proactive
approach, it can be done quickly with very little
fuss. This can-do attitude has driven growth in
exciting new sectors, such as ICT, digital and
fintech, which are at the leading edge of the island’s
evolving economy.
The island is committed to maintaining its
international reputation as a well-regulated global
financial centre and is an original member of the
OECD’s exchange of tax information ‘white list’.

If you have any questions, please contact the team
at Swoffers.

Health
Guernsey has excellent healthcare on-island, with
highly qualified specialists in all main areas. The
island has numerous medical centres and GP
surgeries, and its main hospital is The Princess
Elizabeth Hospital (PEH). It is important to note that
Guernsey’s health system is different to the UK’s in
that it does not have the National Health Service.
GP practices are private, although subsidised by
your Social Security payments.
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Secondary or specialist care is delivered through the
Medical Specialist Group and is free via referral.
The local healthcare system also links into the NHS
in the UK for specific specialist or emergency care
needs.

Education
Guernsey offers an excellent standard of both free
and private/grant-aided schools.
The island’s education system is organised along
similar lines to the UK with compulsory education
from age five to 16 (children may start school at
four years old if parents wish). Children transfer
from primary school to secondary education at 11,
based on where they live. Students can access a
range of public examinations including GCSEs,
iGCSEs, A-Levels, the International Baccalaureate,
and a number of applied technical and vocational
qualifications.
Guernsey has three well-regarded independent
colleges:
The Ladies’ College (for girls from two and a half to
18 years)
Elizabeth College (for boys and girls aged two to
11, boys 11-16 and a sixth form for ages 16-18
in partnership with The Ladies’ College). Elizabeth
College will start moving to full co-education from the
age of 11 welcoming girls into Year 7 and Year 12
in Sep 2021.
Blanchelande College (for boys and girls aged 4 to
18)
A combined Guernsey Institute offers a range of
further and higher education including degree-level
courses and professional training.

Tax
As a self-governing British Crown Dependency,
the island’s own system of taxation offers a
long-standing, competitive regime that meets
OECD standards of transparency and information
exchange.
With a flat personal tax rate of 20%, and no
Inheritance Tax, Capital Gains Tax, Wealth
Tax, Gift Tax or Goods and Services Tax/VAT,
relocating to Guernsey is an attractive option.
It affords you the potential to distribute prearrival income from personally owned overseas
companies tax-free.
There are also reduced tax rates on the
drawdown of UK pensions and the option to
transfer UK pension rights to a Guernsey scheme.
Plus, Guernsey offers the opportunity for High
Net Worth Individuals to cap your tax liability
depending on your residential status.

A UK non-dom
looking to relocate
to Guernsey should
consider the
following:
•

As a taxpayer, if you spend
under six months of the
calendar tax year in the
island, you can limit your
Guernsey tax liability to
just £30,000 p.a. as a
‘Resident Only’ taxpayer.

•

If a taxpayer is fully
resident, a capping
arrangement allows a
taxpayer to limit their
liability to £130,000 p.a.
on non-Guernsey income.

•

An individual with a
combination of foreign
and Guernsey source
annual income (other
than Guernsey property
income) totalling more
than £1,300,000 can
restrict their tax liability to
£260,000 p.a.

•

No minimum amount of tax
contribution is required in
order to become Guernsey
resident.

•

Property owners and
occupiers may also be
liable for tax on real
property and parish
rates, but these are very
reasonable and particularly
low in comparison with
similar rates in the UK, as
are excise duties charged
on tobacco, beers, wines
and spirits.

The island also offers a tax cap of £50,000
for individuals in their first four years of
Guernsey residence, provided you buy an Open
Market property and pay £50,000 or more in
document duty (i.e. purchased a property worth
£1.32million or more at current rates).
Guernsey resident companies are liable to tax on
their world-wide income. Non-resident companies
are subject to Guernsey tax on their Guernsey
source income.
Company tax rates range from the current
standard rate of 0% on taxable income to 20%
depending on the type of business.
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Finance

Legal

Relations with Europe

Guernsey is a leading international
finance centre, with a renowned
reputation for banking, fund
management, private wealth, fintech and
insurance. Financial services have been
the backbone of the island’s economy
for 30 years and in that time, Guernsey
has established itself as an international
finance centre of excellence, having been
at the forefront of financial innovations
such as the development of the protected
cell company.

Guernsey is a self-governing jurisdiction
with its own independent legal system
and jurisprudence, which gives it a
special relationship with both the UK and
the European Union.

Guernsey is not a member of the
European Union but has an established
‘third country’ relationship with the EU.

The island’s high regulatory standards,
compliant and transparent tax regime,
and positive relationship with the UK and
Europe, have created a fiscal environment
perfectly suited to enable businesses to
flourish.

The island’s parliamentary assembly,
the States of Deliberation, has complete
political and legislative independence
from the United Kingdom in all matters
except foreign affairs, defence, and
other matters touching upon the Royal
Prerogative.
Presided over by the island’s chief justice,
the Bailiff, the Royal Court is Guernsey’s
principal court and exercises both civil
and criminal jurisdiction.
Additional courts, such as the
Magistrate’s Court, which deals with
minor criminal matters, and the Court of
Appeal, which hears appeals from the
Royal Court, have been added to the
island’s legal system over the years.
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Some EU legislation applies to Guernsey
under these third country provisions.
The island continues to carefully plan for
when the UK leaves the EU, although it
expects to remain largely unaffected.

Travel Links

Visas

Guernsey’s location in the English
Channel, off the coast of Normandy,
means that transport links to and from the
UK and Europe could not be easier.

The Bailiwick is English-speaking, and
you don’t need a passport if you are
travelling from the UK or Republic of
Ireland, but you will require some form of
photographic identification.

Guernsey has strong air and sea links
with the UK and Europe. There are daily
flights to London Gatwick and other UK
regional hubs allowing quick and easy
onward connections.
There are also seasonal air links with a
number of European cities and holiday
resorts and shipping links with Jersey,
England, and France.
Guernsey is only a short hop away
from off-island business meetings and
connecting travel worldwide.

If you are arriving from outside the UK or
Republic of Ireland, you must have a valid
passport or travel document, irrespective
of your nationality. European Economic
Area and Swiss nationals may use their
national identity cards.
Non-British/European Economic Area
nationals travelling to the Channel Islands
from outside the UK or Republic of Ireland
should check whether they require a visa.
Visas must be obtained prior to travel
from a British Consulate or British High
Commission in your usual country of
residence.

Investor and
Entrepreneur Visas*
Guernsey currently offers another route
to residency for wealthy individuals and
entrepreneurs looking to relocate and set
up or invest in a business in the Island.
These routes are available to those
who are not UK or EU passport holders
(conditions apply).
Investor visa route
In order to apply for Guernsey residency,
you must have £1m available and under
your control and make a minimum
investment of at least £750,000 for the
benefit of the Bailiwick of Guernsey for
five years.
Entrepreneur visa route
You must invest £200,000 in a new or
existing Guernsey company under the
entrepreneur visa route. The funds must
be in your name and ready to be invested
and you must manage the business
yourself.
*These are subject to change
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Meet the Swoffers
Open Market Team
With being able to gather and socialise once again during these strange times,
where is your favourite place to dine out in Guernsey?
Shauna Clapham
Director

Craig Whitman
Director

Sophie Ephgrave
Director

Shauna has been with Swoffers
for over 30 years and is a
Director of and shareholder in
the company. She is responsible
for Open Market sales and is
a key member of the executive
team.

This is Craig’s 19th year at
Swoffers, and he has built
up a wealth of experience in
Guernsey’s property market,
specialising in the Open Market
sector. He is well respected
in his field and has been
instrumental in the sale of some
of the island’s most prominent
Open Market homes both on the
market and off market sales.

Sophie is an experienced
member of the team having
worked for Swoffers for over 17
years. She has a wide breadth
of knowledge of the Guernsey
property market.

'Just too many lovely places to
choose from! I really struggle
to narrow them down – I think
I could name half a dozen
restaurants which serve great
food and offer excellent service
– from informal beach cafés to
cosy pubs to amazing seafood
restaurants with great views, to
superb steak houses, delicious
tapas, yummy pizzas. I just love
food so an impossible question
for me to answer!’ says Shauna.

shauna@swoffers.co.uk

'Living in St Martin’s we have a
wonderful choice of gastropubs
and bars,' says Craig. 'These
are Les Douvres, Bella Luce,
La Barberie, the Captains and
Queens. All in walking distance
of each other and most are
family friendly. Nothing nicer
after a hectic Friday at work, to
pop into my local on the way
home to meet friends and have
a quick catch up and inevitably
stay on for a bite to eat.’

craig@swoffers.co.uk
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Sophie enjoys her time at The
Auberge. 'I like to cycle down
to The Auberge in the parish of
St Saviour’s. It’s a really friendly
family-run restaurant with great
food and a relaxed atmosphere.’

sophie@swoffers.co.uk

Alex Stuart
Open Market
Sales Negotiator
Alex moved across from Local
Market sales to join the Open
Market team in February 2019
having started with Swoffers in
2015. Alex quickly developed
into a successful member of
the Local Market team and is
excited to bring his breadth of
knowledge and skills across to
Open Market sales.
'My favourite place to dine out
is The Hook, which is located
along the seafront in St Peter
Port. A table on the first floor
with views over the marina is
unbeatable and heading up to
the second-floor cocktail bar
after dinner is a great way
to round off (or begin!) the
evening.'

alex@swoffers.co.uk

Sue Nicolle
Open Market
Lettings Negotiator

Olivia Phillips
Open Market
Sales Negotiator

Courtney Kennedy
Open Market PA
& HR Officer

Melissa Tostevin and
Matt Le Page
Creative Team

Sue is another long-time
member of the Swoffers family,
having joined us over 20 years
ago. Sue was instrumental in
building the Lettings department
and now concentrates on Open
Market rentals.

Originally from Guernsey,
Olivia moved back to the island
in June 2020 and immediately
jumped at the chance to
join the team at Swoffers.
Olivia previously worked for
Chestertons, a large estate
agent in London.

Courtney joined Swoffers in
August 2021, after spending
the last five years working in
HR in the finance industry. Her
role here at Swoffers is to assist
the busy Open Market team
and manage their diaries on
a day-to-day basis. She is also
responsible for the HR function
within our office and manages
all aspects of the employment
process.

We have our own in-house
creative team dedicated to
making your property look its
absolute best.

‘Without a doubt, my favourite
place to eat out is the Auberge
du Val,' says Sue.
‘I am not a fan of formal dining
so the laid-back atmosphere
in the Auberge suits me and
my family and friends very
well. Their food is simple and
delicious and makes the most of
local producers and suppliers.
The hosts are relaxed and
friendly - it is also a 15-minute
walk from my house so that is a
huge bonus.’

sue@swoffers.co.uk

'My favourite place has to be
Octopus. I love the fact that
they are open all day and find
that whatever time you go in
there’s always an atmosphere,
whether it’s a quick coffee or
a long lunch with friends! We
love fresh, local seafood so
find the huge choice amazing.
It’s always the first place we
take visitors to sample their
huge menu and enjoy beautiful
views over Castle Cornet and
our neighbouring islands,' says
Olivia.

olivia@swoffers.co.uk

'Tinto!' says Courtney. 'The
food is out of this world, the
staff are so friendly and there
is always such a buzz in that
place! I must say I am also
very happy now that their sister
restaurant, Red, has re-opened
as that is another amazing
venue with a stunning cocktail
bar upstairs looking over the
marina – great place to start or
finish your evening at any of
the Red establishments.’
courtney@swoffers.co.uk

Our digital designer Melissa
joined us just over three
years ago and Matt, our
photographer, started in
February 2019.
A dinner with a view is a must
for Matt. ‘Being an island,
Guernsey has some amazing
costal restaurants for dinner
with a view. You can’t really
beat eating outside at The
Rockmount watching the sun set
into the ocean, unless maybe
you go that extra step with fish
and chips on the beach.'
‘For a fantastic evening out, it
must be Buho,’ says Melissa.
‘The atmosphere is always
lively and upbeat, and the food
never fails to meet expectations
(even if I can’t handle the spice
sometimes). And one or two
mojitos after dinner finishes the
evening perfectly.'
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About Swoffers
At Swoffers we focus on property, of
course, but first and foremost our job is
about people. There’s a lot to consider
when you’re buying or selling a home,
especially if you’re contemplating a move
to the island, and it’s the relationships we
form with our clients that help to navigate
the process and make it as easy and stressfree as possible.

Swoffers has unrivalled expertise in Guernsey’s property market.
We are 100% locally owned and 100% focused on our clients.
We’ve been in business since 1972 and employ 30 staff, making
us the largest and most experienced team of property experts in
the island.
The company is wholly owned by the directors, who are all
actively involved in the business on a day-to-day basis. We know
Guernsey and its property market like the back of our hands,
and we’re keen to share our knowledge with you. We’ll guide
you through the process of buying or renting a property on the
island and answer all your burning questions about living here.
Whatever your interests, at least one of our team will be able to
help you out or introduce you to someone who can!
What makes us special is our fusion of traditional values and
customer service with the latest technology, making them work
together to provide the best service for you.
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Work from home
Say goodbye to long commutes and enjoy a sense of
community, safety and stability. With excellent healthcare
and education systems, and no minimum revenue levels to
gain residency, it’s worth considering a future in Guernsey.

Talk to us to discover how easy a
move to Guernsey can be.

To start your journey call the Locate Guernsey team on
+44 (0)1481 220011, email enquiries@locateguernsey.com
or visit locateguernsey.com
Follow us. Search: LocateGuernsey

A better life for you
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Digital Innovation

In the Media

Most buyers search for properties on their computer, tablet, or
phone, so we constantly update our state-of-the-art website to
make it informative and easy to navigate. It’s a mine of valuable
information about Guernsey, covering areas such as education,
lifestyle, business, and tax, and giving you a good overview of
the process of relocating to the island.

Traditional forms of advertising are important to us at Swoffers
and we regularly appear in national publications, including
Country Life and The Times. We are also a go-to source of
property expertise and comment for newsrooms and magazines.

swoffers.co.uk averages more than 75,000 visits a month,
and more than a third of all traffic is from outside of Guernsey,
indicating a high level of interest from potential Open Market
buyers. In the last year we received nearly 300,000 new users,
recording over 1 million sessions and 3,700,000 page views.
Our website is kept regularly updated and our SEO (search
engine optimisation) is continually improved, ensuring that we are
easily found by search engines. We keep our content interesting
with the addition of specially commissioned videos and high
quality, relevant articles.
Swoffers is the first estate agency in Guernsey to offer immersive
property tours, which allow potential buyers to take a virtual walk
around a home. If you’re not presently located on the island,
we’re sure you’ll appreciate the convenience of being able to
explore properties of interest wherever and whenever you choose.
Just contact us for access to these virtual tours.
We have a strong online presence generally, with LinkedIn and
banner advertising, all driving potential buyers to our website.
We also have digital partnerships with the Guernsey Press and
property portals such as Zoopla.co.uk, OnTheMarket.com,
Propertyskipper.com and Under One Roof.
Swoffers embraces the power of social media to connect with
buyers and sellers of property in Guernsey. Find us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn. We invest in boosted and
targeted social media posts to increase the visibility of our
properties and content.

p18 - WINTER 2021 | OPEN MARKET LIFESTYLE | SWOFFERS

Community
At Swoffers we are passionate about our island and helping to
make Guernsey the place where our families will have a future.
We believe in being part of the community, and we get involved –
as individuals and as a company – in many aspects of island life,
including raising money for a number of charities.
We are proud to sponsor a wide range of initiatives, charities,
and events, such as the Guernsey Football Club, Guernsey
Hockey, Guernsey Cricket, and the Pollinator Project to help
support the island’s valuable natural environment.

With the largest and most experienced
property team in Guernsey, we can guide you
smoothly through the process of buying or
selling your home in the Bailiwick.
We can also help you with planning and
construction issues, housing applications and
relocating to the Islands.
SERVICES
⁄ Sales and
acquisitions

⁄ Joint buyer/venture
agreements

⁄ Conveyancing

⁄ Property
development
financing

⁄ Leases
⁄ Planning advice
⁄ Relocation
⁄ Re-vesting real
property

⁄ Commercial
property
⁄ Wills and probate

To discuss your requirements, please contact
one of the partners listed below:

Jason Morgan
Partner

D +44 (0)1481 741563
E jason.morgan@careyolsen.com

Davey Le Marquand
Partner

D +44 (0)1481 732009
E davey.lemarquand@careyolsen.com

With you every
step of the way
P R O P E RT Y L AW S P EC I A L I ST S
C A R E Y H O U S E L E S B A N Q U E S ST P E T E R P O RT GY 1 1 B Z
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CUTTING IT WITH
THE BLADES
AEROBATIC TEAM
Swoffers were delighted to
give thrill-seeker James Woods
the chance to join the Blades,
renowned worldwide for
performing dynamic and cuttingedge aerobatics, on a flight
that gave him a unique view of
Guernsey.

“WE THOUGHT
IT WOULD BE
A REALLY FUN
IDEA TO OFFER
THIS ONCE-INA-LIFETIME
EXPERIENCE TO A
MEMBER OF THE
PUBLIC”

As one of many supporters of the Guernsey
Air Display, Swoffers were approached by the
organisers and offered the opportunity to purchase
a passenger flight with the Blades, one of the UK’s
top aerobatic teams. As Swoffers Director Andre
Austin explained, ‘We thought it would be a really
fun idea to offer this once-in-a-lifetime experience
to a member of the public, and that’s why we ran
the competition.’
The Facebook competition was launched in August
and attracted lots of attention, with nearly 270
people nominating themselves or loved ones to
win the much-coveted prize. The winner, James
Wood, was put forward by his wife Emma to
join the former Red Arrows pilots for this thrilling
experience. Emma felt that James would be a
worthy recipient of the flight: ‘He is the best daddy
to our foster son and he works so very hard to give
us the best of everything! This would make his day
after a very difficult couple of years.’
Painter and decorator James had no idea that
Emma had nominated him, and was blown away
when he found out that he had won. Speaking just
before he climbed into the plane, James said: ‘I'm
most looking forward to all the acrobatic bits and
the view, because obviously when you go up in
an ordinary aircraft, you look out of that tiny little
window and you only get to see one part - but here
you can have a complete panoramic view. That’s
another thing I’m really looking forward to, what
it’s going to look like from a pilot's perspective.’
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As the Blades plane performed a series of
breath-taking stunts and formations, video
footage showed that James loved every second
of the exhilarating experience. ‘It was absolutely
amazing,’ he enthused. ‘We got to do barrel rolls,
and we got to up and then I think they stall the
plane and you fall backwards and get to zero G so
you feel weightless for a second or so, which was
pretty cool. I can’t get over it!’

“FOR ANYONE BRAVE
ENOUGH TO DO THIS
IT’S AN AMAZING
EXPERIENCE AND HE
CLEARLY LOVED IT”
‘We were thrilled when we saw what it meant to
James,’ said Andre. ‘When I contacted Emma and
told her James had won she came into the office
and it was quite emotional - she couldn't wait to
tell him. I believe he's a bit of an adrenaline junkie
and had a parachute jump cancelled because of
Covid. For anyone brave enough to do this it's a
unique experience and he clearly loved it.’

Images by: The Blades/Claire Hartley
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Expert guidance, precisely tailored.
Finding the right home has
to work for your family, your
lifestyle and your future.
Whether you’re buying, selling or investing
in property in the Channel Islands, our
experienced property team will ensure you
avoid any pitfalls. We provide a personal and
unique service to all our private clients.

Our wider services include:
Advising on relocations and high value
residency applications in conjunction with
trusted tax advisers.
Co-ordinating surveyors, architects, site
and property finding professionals, as well
as private banks, to provide a seamless and
personal service.
Responsive and commercially aware planning
and construction law advice.

Property Law
Redwood House, St Julian’s Avenue, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1WA
Telephone: +44 1481 721672
See ogier.com for more information about Ogier’s legal services.

ogierproperty.com
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STEPHEN LANSDOWN WHY HE HAS IMMERSED
HIMSELF IN GUERNSEY
LIFE
Stephen Lansdown moved to Guernsey
in 2010 and became part of the island’s
business community, whilst maintaining
his interests in the UK and further afield.
Swoffers were intrigued to find out what
impact moving here has had upon his life.
Stephen Lansdown CBE is co-founder and former chairman of
Hargreaves Lansdown PLC, the UK's biggest independent private
client brokerage and a member of the FTSE 100. A Fellow of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, Stephen
was presented with Honorary Degrees from Bristol University and the
University of the West of England in 2012. He was awarded a CBE
in the 2017 Queen's Birthday Honours for his services to business
and the community in Bristol.

“I THINK GUERNSEY’S GOT IT RIGHT FOR PEOPLE
WHO WANT TO COME TO THE ISLAND, IT'S EASY
TO COME IN AND SET YOUR BOOTS DOWN HERE”
Since moving to Guernsey in March 2010, Stephen has become
a firm supporter of local business, the third sector, culture and
sport. Shortly after arriving on the island he set up his family office,
Pula, which has many business interests including sport, aviation,
sustainability-focused investments, and lodges in Southern Africa.
Stephen’s interests in, and love of, Southern Africa are complemented
by his conservation work, which focuses mainly on alleviating human
wildlife conflict and facilitating wildlife corridors.
With Pula’s extensive business portfolio, it’s clear that Stephen didn’t
come to Guernsey to put his feet up. ‘We lived in Bristol and I had
business interests there – I still do - but I wanted to step back from
them, not to retire as such but to do other things,’ he explains.
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BVI | Cayman | Guernsey | Jersey | London

HERE FOR YOU
Helping you through some of life’s big decisions
Whether you are looking to move home, would like advice on a family-related matter
or want peace of mind on providing for future generations, we are here to help.
At Collas Crill, we provide joined-up legal services in property, family matters, and wills and estates.
Offering discreet, practical advice and a personalised approach, we can navigate you through some
of life’s big decisions to help you reach the best possible outcomes for you and your family.
To find out how we can help you, visit collascrill.com | Connect with us

Your key
contacts

PAUL
NETTLESHIP
Partner,
Property

JASON
GREEN
Partner,
Property

JOANNE
SEAL
Group Partner,
Private Client

ADRIAN
BROWN
Partner,
Family Law

WE ARE OFFSHORE LAW | WE ARE COLLAS CRILL
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ELIZABETH
COUCH
Partner,
Family Law

‘And I knew if I stayed in Bristol then I’d get
drawn back into the office, so I had to move
away. And then my wife and I started thinking
about where to go and we looked at the Channel
Islands and the tax benefits here. You can’t hide
away from the fact that's one of the attractions
of the place. We’d always liked Guernsey when
we’d come on holiday with the kids so we came
to look at some properties and decided this was
the base for us.’
Although the Lansdowns didn’t move permanently
to Guernsey until 18 months after buying their
house, they found the process straightforward:
‘It was nice and simple. I think Guernsey’s got
it right for people who want to come to the
island, it's easy to come in and set your boots
down here,’ says Stephen. He and his wife soon
became part of the community. ‘People were very
friendly and welcoming, and we fitted in nicely,’
he adds. ‘Life’s quite simple here at times and
therefore more enjoyable. The fact that people
will let you out at junctions when you’re driving,
and will say good morning to you when you're
walking by, it’s like Britain was 25-30 years ago
and that’s pretty good.’
Stephen doesn’t feel that the couple has had to
compromise by living on a small island, not least
because they have their own aeroplane. ‘There’s
a great social life here and plenty of things going
on, like the balcony gigs. Of course, if you want
to go to a cup final at Wembley or to a big
concert you need to go to the UK or France or
somewhere else. Transport off the island is fairly
easy for us because we just jump on a plane
and go. It sounds a bit blasé doesn’t it, but that’s
what we do!’ The pandemic caused everyone
to stay put, but Stephen has always appreciated
Guernsey’s natural assets: ‘The thing I really
noticed early on here was the air quality, which is
so strange when you’ve lived in a city. Suddenly
you're breathing fresh sea air, and in the city we
overlooked properties all around us, whereas
here we’re on the coast and we look out over
Sark, so it’s completely different.’
Not that Stephen has much time to sit and enjoy
the view. ‘Someone asked me yesterday what I
do in my spare time – well actually, work is my
spare time,’ he says. ‘The pandemic proved to us
all that we can do a lot of things without having
to travel, and the reality is that being in Guernsey
means you can work the same as you can
anywhere else in the world, so don't be put off by
the fact that it's a small island so you might be cut
off from the rest of the world - we're not.’
Although tourism operations in Botswana and
Mozambique take him to Africa, where work
is combined with pleasure, and Pula’s sport-

related interests are in Bristol, Stephen has also
made an impact in Guernsey. He recently retired
as Chairman of Ravenscroft but remains the
investment company’s majority shareholder; he
is also overseeing the rebuilding of La Grande
Mare, which he hopes will become a high-class
golf resort and events, business and social centre.
This is currently a source of frustration, since
Stephen is battling with planners. The hospitality
and tourism sector suffered during the pandemic,
and Stephen believes that more needs to be done
if it is to recover and thrive: ‘Guernsey is a lovely
place to visit but that’s not enough, you’ve got
to have an event or a destination and the whole
thought process behind the Grande Mare was
to create a high-quality golf course and facilities
which could then attract people to come on
golfing holidays and so on. So I think Guernsey
should focus on providing a reason for people
to come across, whether it's business events art
exhibitions or something of that nature, on an
international scale that attracts people in.’

“THE REALITY IS THAT
BEING IN GUERNSEY
MEANS YOU CAN
WORK THE SAME AS
YOU CAN ANYWHERE
ELSE IN THE WORLD,
SO DON'T BE PUT OFF
BY THE FACT THAT
IT'S A SMALL ISLAND
SO YOU MIGHT BE
CUT OFF FROM THE
REST OF THE WORLD WE'RE NOT”
What advice would Stephen give to anyone
considering a move to the island? ‘Come and
embrace it. When they're thinking of somewhere
like Guernsey, I think a lot of people see it as
a sort of bolthole, but we came here and we
immersed ourselves in the community. That's not to
say that we're out every night - we keep ourselves
to ourselves quite often, but it's great to be part of
it. The island’s got a lot to offer in that way, and
we've made a lot of friends. We’ve been here 11
years now, and it's flown by.’
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DEFIBS FOR FOOTBALL,
HELPING TO SAVING
LIVES
Local football clubs St Martin’s AC
and Northerners AC, and the GFA
training base, now have defibrillators
on site thanks to three local
businesses.
Swoffers, Clicksmith and Spike Productions
pledged to ensure that every club in the island had
access to the life-saving equipment, after Danish
player Christian Eriksen collapsed during his Euro
2020 match against Finland after suffering a
cardiac arrest.
Checks found that the grounds at Northfield and
Blanche Pierre Lane and the GFA at Victoria
Avenue were without defibrillators.

‘This now ensures that each local football club in
Guernsey has one of these machines located at
its ground, and which are also accessible to the
general public,’ said Mr Roberts.
‘As the world saw first-hand during the recent
European Football Championships, defibrillators
are vitally important in helping to save the life of
someone experiencing a sudden cardiac arrest,
including when playing football.
‘These new defibrillators ensure that the local
grassroots football community – and wider island
community – have greater access to what could be
life-saving equipment, and on behalf of Guernsey
football, I would like to thank Swoffers, Spike
Productions and Clicksmith for this support.’

‘Swoffers works closely with Clicksmith and Spike
Productions and after seeing what happened
on the pitch back in June, we were keen to
do something together locally. The immediate
assistance of the medical team in the Euros match
showed just how important this equipment is. There
is no time to spare in a situation like that,’ said
Swoffers director Andre Austin.

Ben Hunter from St Martin’s AC added: ‘We are
very thankful to be able to have this at our football
club, it will be great for all members of the club or
the community to be able to use if ever needed.

The Cardiac Action Group’s Community
Resuscitation Development Officer Mike Froome
said: ‘In the event of a cardiac arrest every second
counts. Thanks to Spike Productions, Swoffers and
Clicksmith, three more life-saving 24-hour Public
Access Defibrillators (PADs), will be available to
help reduce the time delay between cardiac arrest
and shock, and increase the number of people
able to respond to out-of-hospital cardiac arrest,
making 120 PAD sites in the Bailiwick.'

The CRDO is working with all the football clubs
and other venues on the island delivering the free
PAD site awareness, CPR & AED training sessions.
CAG also offers this free training across the island
throughout the year. Swoffers staff have recently
undergone training.

Gary Roberts from the Guernsey Football
Association thanked the three businesses for their
support.

‘We have more than 300 people using the club
during a week, so to have access to this will be
life-saving if ever required.’

(left to right): Dominic Bennett (Clicksmith),
Wayne Martel (North), Angus Mackay
(GFA), Ben Hunter (St Martin’s), Andre
Austin (Swoffers) and Warren Mauger
(Spike Productions)
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IS CRYPTOCURRENCY
A BIG OPPORTUNITY
FOR GUERNSEY?
Cryptocurrency, blockchain and their applications
in financial services and beyond are complex and
continually evolving. Mark Le Page of Ernst & Young
explains why the technology is exciting news for
Guernsey.
Mark Le Page is an experienced financial services regulatory
practitioner and policymaker. After more than 16 years at
the Guernsey Financial Services Commission, Mark joined
Ernst & Young as Extended Assurance Director. He is Chair of
ACCA Global Business Law Forum and a Global Executive PhD
candidate, researching blockchain and regulation.
You joined EY already having an interest in
cryptocurrency and blockchain. At what point in your
career did you encounter the concepts, and were you
excited about them straight away?
Back in the mid-2010s when I was at the regulator, I was brought
into a meeting with Northern Trust and government as well. I'd
been following what had been happening with Bitcoin, and
Northern Trust were telling us about their own blockchain project.
When I saw this presentation I realised that it provided a solution
to industry problems that had existed for a long time. At that time
cryptocurrency and blockchain was a financial experiment, but for
us at the regulator, and for me personally, it was very exciting that
all of a sudden one could see that this technology was something
that could be used in the mainstream financial services industry.
How would you explain cryptocurrency to a lay
person?
At its most basic level, cryptocurrency at the moment is an
investment. It’s an asset, and it's a speculative asset at that. For it
to be a currency you've really got to have a greater supply of it,
whereas if you take Bitcoin as an example, only 21 million Bitcoins
exist and there’s only ever going to be a fixed number of them. By
the very limits of monetary and financial economics, there isn't one
cryptocurrency out there at the moment that is a genuine currency.

And how does it work?
Blockchain is the code that makes the cryptocurrency work. There
are two different programmes going on whenever you try and get
a Bitcoin, for example. There's the code which is the Bitcoin itself
and there's the code that exists to make sure that you can get the
Bitcoin, and that's really what mining is when it comes down to
it. The code is like a super-charged security code into your bank
account, but rather than accessing your bank account you're
accessing a Bitcoin or one of the other cryptocurrencies.
Is Bitcoin the cryptocurrency that everyone is most
interested in?
In the mid-2010s that's what everybody was talking about, but
now you have a number of cryptocurrencies. I think the one that
most interests people in financial services is ERC-20, which is
the one on which smart contracts can be done on the Ethereum
blockchain, and the one that seems to have most flexibility. There's
been an announcement that Ethereum and Binance can link and
you can effectively cross coins across the platform. At EY we’ve
been saying that if you want something to work in this space
you've got to have something that transfers well across technology
borders, so this is huge.
Why should people in Guernsey be excited about
cryptocurrency?
In the first instance, fundamentally because it's a very speculative
asset, I think it's only really for people who understand that you
can lose it all as well as going very big. So any excitement should
come with a very big health warning.
What I think is more exciting for Guernsey is the technology
behind it. What the Ethereum-Binance match up means in practice
is that we're getting closer and closer to a universal language for
finance. And that means that anybody who wants to start up in the
financial services world in the not-too-distant future won't have to
spend enormous amounts of money to put in the relevant systems to
become part of the industry.
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The other thing that is potentially quite
exciting, and this is what I'm doing my
PhD on, is this idea of central bank digital
currencies. It would create greater trust in a
currency system again, and enable economists
to make quicker, better financial decisions.
And that starts giving greater stability to the
price of the money that's in your crypto-wallet
as opposed to all of the exchange difference
problems that we have now. What it could
lead to is that when you go on holiday, you
won’t have to worry so much about whether
you win or lose at the exchange because
there should be better price stability between
currencies.
Do you think people would be
nervous about moving away from
traditional currencies?
I guess the person who likes to have a bit of
money under the sofa would see that as the
loss of controlling their own money. But if the
last 15 years in the financial services industry
have taught us anything, it's that banks can go
bust. Part of the reason why cryptocurrencies
began to take off was the question of whether
we can actually trust the banks: a whole
load of them gambled our money away and
then went bust in 2008/2009. It was a case
of hang on a minute, if we can't trust our
financial institutions who can we trust?
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For me the excitement of the central bank
digital currency idea is that you know there is
code there that you can trust if it's written well.
If you put sound economics behind it, and
the government or a central bank behind it, it
will probably work and actually give greater
stability in your pocket.
Are there issues that still need ironing
out?
Nobody knows yet if cryptocurrency is actually
going to be the answer, but the people
who will be in the best position to run with
whatever the solution is in the future, are
the people who've wrestled with the issues
now. It's either the solution or it’s the journey
towards the solution.
What would you say to any budding
financial entrepreneurs in Guernsey?
If I were 24 or 25 right now I would be
thinking that rather than going through a
traditional career route - which I did and I'm
very grateful for - I would be considering
starting up my own thing. And I could do it
very cheaply. This whole cryptocurrency thing
is quite clever, but the real excitement is the
technology that makes it work, because that
technology is already beginning to bleed into
the financial services industry.

“THIS WHOLE
CRYPTOCURRENCY
THING IS QUITE
CLEVER, BUT
THE REAL
EXCITEMENT IS
THE TECHNOLOGY
THAT MAKES IT
WORK”

REVITALISING
THE
OPEN
MARKET
JG Architecture Ltd are a
friendly, open-minded Chartered
Architectural Practice whose
designs and spaces are inspired
by people, context and light.










PRIVATE NEW BUILD DWELLINGS
EXTENSIONS & ALTERATIONS
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS
RENOVATIONS/UPGRADES
OUTBUILDING CONVERSIONS
COMMERCIAL SPACE PLANNING
SPORTS FACILITY DESIGN
INTERIOR DESIGN

Contact JG Architecture for your FREE initial on-site
consultation or visit jga.gg for further information.
T 245767

E INFO@JGA .GG

Unit 1, Cobo Business Centre, Clos De Salle, Route de Carteret, Castel, Guernsey GY5 7YX
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SPORTING GUERNSEY:
WHY SPORT IS
THRIVING ON THE
ISLAND
Guernsey people have a rather unique relationship with sport. The size of the
island means that nowhere is too far away, whether that’s playing football
down at Rovers on the west coast as the sun sets, or being out on the water
rowing, sailing or surfing just a matter of minutes after leaving work or school.

“GUERNSEY’S NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
PROVIDES A STUNNING BACKDROP TO
A WHOLE HOST OF INFORMAL SPORTS
AND ACTIVITIES FROM PARK RUNS AND
SEA SWIMS TO SUNDAY CYCLES”

Island sport also has a very sociable feel. Most sporting facilities aren’t far from a restaurant or watering
hole, giving ample opportunity to relive the game at the bar afterwards. Generations of the same family
play for the same club and remain loyal supporters on match day.
Not only is sport exceedingly accessible, there’s also an impressive range of opportunities on offer for a
community of Guernsey’s size.
There are the popular team sports such as rugby, football, netball and basketball but there are also, for
example, thriving shooting clubs, boxing gyms, an increasing number of petanque terrains and an evergrowing list of water sports to try. Guernsey’s natural environment provides a stunning backdrop to a whole
host of informal sports and activities from park runs and sea swims to Sunday cycles.

Images by: Martin Gray, www.guernseysportphotography.com
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The island has a rich history of competitive sport, indeed the island’s
inter-insular rugby trophy, the Siam Cup, is the second oldest rugby
trophy in the world to be contested after the Calcutta Cup.
Guernsey loves its sporting heroes too. In recent years, the Bailiwick
has produced an Olympic gold medallist, professional footballers, a
Wimbledon champion and a star of Touring Car racing among other
elite performers, all of them celebrated and revered as Guernsey’s
own. And where these professional sports people have led, others are
following, inspiring a new generation of young sportsmen and women
to take part in and enjoy the breadth of what the island has to offer.
The Guernsey Sports Commission is committed to maintaining and
growing this breadth of opportunity, ensuring that all members of the
community are able to access and benefit from participating in sport.
‘There is a wealth of evidence supporting the social and economic
benefits of taking part in sport,’ said the Commission’s Performance
Director, Jeremy Frith.
‘We are working hard to ensure that all members of the community
can reap these benefits no matter what age they are or their financial
circumstances. We are continuing to increase the breadth of
opportunities on offer in our primary and secondary schools; we are
lucky to have a dedicated workforce of sport-specific development
officers and we are pushing our work out to older members of the
community, helping us to inspire all generations to get active for life.
‘But most importantly sport is there to be enjoyed and what better place
to do that than in Guernsey? We have the facilities, we have the natural
environment and we have a fantastic number of dedicated volunteers
working as coaches and administrators to make sure that everyone’s
experience of sport is a positive one.’
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