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I am very pleased to be able to
introduce this review. As we have tried
to do over the last few issues, we really
welcome the opportunity to provide
you with articles that hopefully provoke
thought and reaction as well keeping
you informed on areas of direct interest
in the process of buying and selling a
house and moving to Guernsey.
I am extremely grateful to all our
contributing authors who have taken
the time to impart their knowledge on
a variety of topics not just on some of
the issues of buying a house, but also
on ormers, the Guernsey Goat and the
crucial issue of sustainability and the
environment.
It is so important that people who move to the island believe
they can become part of the community and offer to contribute
to its development for the benefit of all our citizens. Lord Digby
Jones has embraced that approach with his characteristic
vigour and verve and we are very grateful for his contribution
to this review.

As you will read in Craig’s summary of the market, the real
estate market is enjoying strong growth. Stock is in short
supply. Demand is coming from both outside the Bailiwick and
from within - the island’s economy continues to perform and
drive increasing internal demand for real estate.
We highlighted (and thanked) in our last review the States for
its sensible approach to the COVID pandemic over the last
18 months. I am sure that Guernsey’s approach will be an
interesting research paper for many graduates (both economist
and virologists) in the years to come and I am sure the
approach adopted will be seen in hindsight as well thought out
and most effectively delivered.

'IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT
PEOPLE WHO MOVE TO
THE ISLAND BELIEVE THEY
CAN BECOME PART OF THE
COMMUNITY...'
Writing this on the eve of what we all hope will be the return
to “some kind of” normal in July, I am really hopeful that the
good work carried out so far in managing the situation will be
transformed into a development program for the island that will
see it prosper for many years to come. Addressing the long
term needs of the island in education, the “Blue” economy and
the Harbour redevelopment plans, creating a more flexible
planning environment and a host of other initiatives coming
out of the States are to be applauded and will I am sure help
the island to remain a home of choice for both islanders and
newcomers alike.
It remains for me to thank you, our clients and our prospective
purchasers and renters, for using Swoffers during this frenetic
period. We have revamped our brand, we are continually
upgrading our digital presence and we are also trying to be a
significant corporate contributor to the community in a variety
of ways.
I hope you enjoy the contents of the review and we look
forward to discussing your property requirements as and when
you would like our input.
Finally I am always reluctant to provide too many predictions
but I am confident that the second half of the year will be
warmer than the first! Hopefully we will all be able to enjoy the
fantastic sandy beaches of the Bailiwick with our friends and
families. I think we deserve a summer break.
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The Property Market in
Guernsey remains buoyant
By Craig Whitman, Swoffers Managing Director

'MOST
IMPORTANTLY,
GUERNSEY IS
A SAFE AND
FRIENDLY
ISLAND TO
LIVE IN, WITH
FIRST WORLD
FACILITIES,
FANTASTIC
RESTAURANTS
AND
HOSPITALITY
VENUES,
AND ONE OF
THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL
COASTLINES IN
THE BRITISH
ISLES...'
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Guernsey’s property market has
remained resilient, even through a
second lock down. Guernsey has an
amazing leadership team looking
after the island, making sure that most
businesses have been able to operate
- minimising the cost to the island,
but at the same time being conscious
of islanders’ safety. Our vaccination
programme has continued to be a great
success, and at the time of printing
this article, our island has in the
region of 76% of people having been
vaccinated. An amazing achievement
and a big thank you to everyone
involved.
Over the next month Guernsey is
intending to relax its border rules,
allowing travellers to move more freely.
As restrictions are lifted, we expect
increasing activity levels in our open
market property sector, underpinned
by the high levels of enquiries we have
been receiving.
Despite restrictive border measures,
Q1 and Q2 of 2021 have been
incredible for both local market and
open market sales and rentals. As
stock levels fall, we are starting to
see the market strengthen as demand
increases, creating the classic supply
and demand situation on both markets.
We feel that this is not a trend but
a shift in the whole of our property
market; while interest rates remain low
and our economies recover we predict
that our property market will remain
strong. We continue to perform well as
a jurisdiction on the world stage, are
economically stable despite Covid and
compared to many other countries, as
an island are in good shape.
We continue to offer a safe and
well-regulated financial environment
for those wishing to do business in
Guernsey. We also offer an incredible
opportunity to those looking to move
jurisdiction - Guernsey has a low tax

regime to all residents, with a flat
rate of 20% tax, no IHT, no CGT and
fantastic tax caps for high-net-worth
individuals and families. Guernsey
also offers entrepreneurial and investor
visas. Most importantly, Guernsey
is a safe and friendly island to live
in, with first world facilities, fantastic
restaurants and hospitality venues, and
one of the most beautiful coastlines in
the British Isles.
As we begin to emerge from this
pandemic, Swoffers continues to
support community projects and play
its part in Guernsey society. We would
like to say a big thank you again to
our Government and Civil Service,
who have guided us through these
challenging times and who work
tirelessly to make sure that our island
not only survives, but emerges a
stronger and better place that we can
all be proud of. #GuernseyTogether.
As an innovative and forward-thinking
firm, we have made some subtle
changes to our brand to bring home
the message that we are not just
Guernsey property experts but we
are your ‘key to Guernsey property’.
With our knowledge, expertise, and
customer service across all residential
markets in Guernsey, we want our
customers to know that we can look
after all your property needs.
We have an amazing team of
dedicated professionals, and I am
proud to be a part of a team that
cares, wants the best for our clients and
will go the extra mile to make sure that
we help you navigate your property
journey seamlessly and effortlessly.
We hope to be of service to you in the
months ahead.
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Welcome
to Guernsey
Living in Guernsey

Lifestyle

It’s easy to see why Guernsey is an attractive
relocation destination, with an environment that
helps business to thrive and an enviable lifestyle
that allows for a good work-life balance.

Guernsey is English-speaking, uses the pound
sterling and is in the same time zone as the UK
but enjoys a more temperate climate, similar to
northern France.

There are no barriers to entry into Guernsey. It is
easy to relocate to. In most cases it’s as simple as
buying or renting an Open Market property.

Its coastline of cliffs, beaches, and harbour ports,
combined with its French influence, offer a relaxed
lifestyle with an excellent work-life balance. There
are plenty of sports and leisure opportunities to
enjoy, including – of course – water sports.

Moving to the island is relatively straightforward
and there are plenty of specialists on the island
ready to help. Whether it’s the logistics of getting
your family and possessions to Guernsey, finding
schools and somewhere to live, or registering with
the various authorities, the island has experts that
can help.

The Bailiwick
The Bailiwick of Guernsey is a British Crown
Dependency and low tax jurisdiction in the English
Channel between the UK and France. As well as
Guernsey, the Bailiwick also includes Alderney,
Sark, Herm, Jethou, Brecqhou and Lihou.

The bustling harbour town of St Peter Port is not
only one of the prettiest in Europe but features high
quality restaurants where chefs from around the
world draw inspiration from fresh, local produce. It
also offers independent boutiques and jewellers, in
addition to familiar high street brands.
With its low crime rate and strong sense of
community, Guernsey presents a stable, centred,
and safe space to start a new life.

"L'affaire sra bian"
"All will be well"
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Business

Who can live in Guernsey?

Guernsey is a reputable business centre and one
that offers a supportive environment in which
businesses can flourish.

• A British citizen
• A national of the European Economic Area
(EEA) – that is EU nationals plus nationals of
Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway
• A Swiss national
• If you have the Right of Abode in the UK through
marriage or any other means
• A Commonwealth citizen who would be entitled
to Right of Abode in the UK
• If you have been granted ‘Indefinite Leave to
Remain in the UK’ or any other visa through the
UK Home Office

Establishing a business in Guernsey is a smooth and
efficient process and, thanks to the island’s proactive
approach, it can be done quickly with very little
fuss. This can-do attitude has driven growth in
exciting new sectors, such as ICT, digital and
fintech, which are at the leading edge of the island’s
evolving economy.
The island is committed to maintaining its
international reputation as a well-regulated global
financial centre and is an original member of the
OECD’s exchange of tax information ‘white list’.

If you have any questions, please contact the team
at Swoffers.

Health
Guernsey has excellent healthcare on-island, with
highly qualified specialists in all main areas. The
island has numerous medical centres and GP
surgeries, and its main hospital is The Princess
Elizabeth Hospital (PEH). It is important to note that
Guernsey’s health system is different to the UK’s in
that it does not have the National Health Service.
GP practices are private, although subsidised by
your Social Security payments.
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Secondary or specialist care is delivered through the
Medical Specialist Group and is free via referral.
The local healthcare system also links into the NHS
in the UK for specific specialist or emergency care
needs.

Education
Guernsey offers an excellent standard of both free
and private/grant-aided schools.
The island’s education system is organised along
similar lines to the UK with compulsory education
from age five to 16 (children may start school at
four years old if parents wish). Children transfer
from primary school to secondary education at 11,
based on where they live. Students can access a
range of public examinations including GCSEs,
iGCSEs, A-Levels, the International Baccalaureate,
and a number of applied technical and vocational
qualifications.
Guernsey has three well-regarded independent
colleges:
The Ladies’ College (for girls from two and a half to
18 years)
Elizabeth College (for boys and girls aged two to
11, boys 11-16 and a sixth form for ages 16-18
in partnership with The Ladies’ College). Elizabeth
College will start moving to full co-education from the
age of 11 welcoming girls into Year 7 and Year 12
in Sep 2021.
Blanchelande College (for boys and girls aged 4 to
18)
A combined Guernsey Institute offers a range of
further and higher education including degree-level
courses and professional training.

Tax
As a self-governing British Crown Dependency,
the island’s own system of taxation offers a
long-standing, competitive regime that meets
OECD standards of transparency and information
exchange.
With a flat personal tax rate of 20%, and no
Inheritance Tax, Capital Gains Tax, Wealth
Tax, Gift Tax or Goods and Services Tax/VAT,
relocating to Guernsey is an attractive option.
It affords you the potential to distribute prearrival income from personally owned overseas
companies tax-free.
There are also reduced tax rates on the
drawdown of UK pensions and the option to
transfer UK pension rights to a Guernsey scheme.
Plus, Guernsey offers the opportunity for High
Net Worth Individuals to cap your tax liability
depending on your residential status.

A UK non-dom
looking to relocate
to Guernsey should
consider the
following:
•

As a taxpayer, if you spend
under six months of the
calendar tax year in the
island, you can limit your
Guernsey tax liability to
just £30,000 p.a. as a
‘Resident Only’ taxpayer.

•

If a taxpayer is fully
resident, a capping
arrangement allows a
taxpayer to limit their
liability to £130,000 p.a.
on non-Guernsey income.

•

An individual with a
combination of foreign
and Guernsey source
annual income (other
than Guernsey property
income) totalling more
than £1,300,000 can
restrict their tax liability to
£260,000 p.a.

•

No minimum amount of tax
contribution is required in
order to become Guernsey
resident.

•

Property owners and
occupiers may also be
liable for tax on real
property and parish
rates, but these are very
reasonable and particularly
low in comparison with
similar rates in the UK, as
are excise duties charged
on tobacco, beers, wines
and spirits.

The island also offers a tax cap of £50,000
for individuals in their first four years of
Guernsey residence, provided you buy an Open
Market property and pay £50,000 or more in
document duty (i.e. purchased a property worth
£1.32million or more at current rates).
Guernsey resident companies are liable to tax on
their world-wide income. Non-resident companies
are subject to Guernsey tax on their Guernsey
source income.
Company tax rates range from the current
standard rate of 0% on taxable income to 20%
depending on the type of business.
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Finance

Legal

Relations with Europe

Guernsey is a leading international
finance centre, with a renowned
reputation for banking, fund
management, private wealth, fintech and
insurance. Financial services have been
the backbone of the island’s economy
for 30 years and in that time, Guernsey
has established itself as an international
finance centre of excellence, having been
at the forefront of financial innovations
such as the development of the protected
cell company.

Guernsey is a self-governing jurisdiction
with its own independent legal system
and jurisprudence, which gives it a
special relationship with both the UK and
the European Union.

Guernsey is not a member of the
European Union but has an established
‘third country’ relationship with the EU.

The island’s high regulatory standards,
compliant and transparent tax regime,
and positive relationship with the UK and
Europe, have created a fiscal environment
perfectly suited to enable businesses to
flourish.

The island’s parliamentary assembly,
the States of Deliberation, has complete
political and legislative independence
from the United Kingdom in all matters
except foreign affairs, defence, and
other matters touching upon the Royal
Prerogative.
Presided over by the island’s chief justice,
the Bailiff, the Royal Court is Guernsey’s
principal court and exercises both civil
and criminal jurisdiction.
Additional courts, such as the
Magistrate’s Court, which deals with
minor criminal matters, and the Court of
Appeal, which hears appeals from the
Royal Court, have been added to the
island’s legal system over the years.
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Some EU legislation applies to Guernsey
under these third country provisions.
The island continues to carefully plan for
when the UK leaves the EU, although it
expects to remain largely unaffected.

Travel Links

Visas

Guernsey’s location in the English
Channel, off the coast of Normandy,
means that transport links to and from the
UK and Europe could not be easier.

The Bailiwick is English-speaking, and
you don’t need a passport if you are
travelling from the UK or Republic of
Ireland, but you will require some form of
photographic identification.

Guernsey has strong air and sea links
with the UK and Europe. There are daily
flights to London Gatwick and other UK
regional hubs allowing quick and easy
onward connections.
There are also seasonal air links with a
number of European cities and holiday
resorts and shipping links with Jersey,
England, and France.
Guernsey is only a short hop away
from off-island business meetings and
connecting travel worldwide.

If you are arriving from outside the UK or
Republic of Ireland, you must have a valid
passport or travel document, irrespective
of your nationality. European Economic
Area and Swiss nationals may use their
national identity cards.
Non-British/European Economic Area
nationals travelling to the Channel Islands
from outside the UK or Republic of Ireland
should check whether they require a visa.
Visas must be obtained prior to travel
from a British Consulate or British High
Commission in your usual country of
residence.

Investor and
Entrepreneur Visas*
Guernsey currently offers another route
to residency for wealthy individuals and
entrepreneurs looking to relocate and set
up or invest in a business in the Island.
These routes are available to those
who are not UK or EU passport holders
(conditions apply).
Investor visa route
In order to apply for Guernsey residency,
you must have £1m available and under
your control and make a minimum
investment of at least £750,000 for the
benefit of the Bailiwick of Guernsey for
five years.
Entrepreneur visa route
You must invest £200,000 in a new or
existing Guernsey company under the
entrepreneur visa route. The funds must
be in your name and ready to be invested
and you must manage the business
yourself.
*These are subject to change
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Meet the Swoffers
Open Market Team
In this issue we look forward to some glorious summer days and share the
best bits about our favourite beaches in the Bailiwick.
Shauna Clapham
Director

Craig Whitman
Director

Sophie Ephgrave
Director

Shauna has been with Swoffers for over 30
years and is a Director of and shareholder
in the company. She is responsible for
Open Market sales and is a key member of
the executive team.

This is Craig’s 19th year at Swoffers, and
he has built up a wealth of experience in
Guernsey’s property market, specialising
in the Open Market sector. He is well
respected in his field and has been
instrumental in the sale of some of the
island’s most prominent Open Market
homes both on the market and off market
sales.

Sophie is an experienced member of the team
having worked for Swoffers for over 17 years.
She has a wide breadth of knowledge of the
Guernsey property market.

Shauna’s favourite beach is Petit Bot on the
south coast. ‘I live nearby and enjoy the
beach in both summer and winter - in winter
it’s beach walks with our lively cockapoo
and in summer I enjoy Petit Bot with the
family. My sons enjoy coasteering and you
can often find me swimming or attempting
to paddle board whilst my husband takes a
supervisory role either from land or keeping
his feet dry aboard our boat,’ says Shauna.

shauna@swoffers.co.uk

Top Bailiwick beach for Craig is Saints
Bay on the south coast. ‘Saints is a lovely
sandy beach with a pebble bank at the
top and sheltered by the surrounding cliffs.
It’s actually a bit of a hidden gem. It is also
within walking distance of our house and
it allows dogs on the beach all year round
which is great for family days out.’

craig@swoffers.co.uk
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Sophie loves the beach at Fermain. ‘After
a long cliff walk on the breath-taking south
coast cliffs it is hard not to want to dive
into the inviting emerald-coloured water on
a hot day. I find there is no better way to
congratulate yourself on your walking efforts
than enjoying a casual lunch at the Fermain
Beach Café whilst drying out in the sun
overlooking the Bay.

sophie@swoffers.co.uk

Sue Nicolle
Open Market
Lettings Negotiator

Alex Stuart
Open Market
Sales Negotiator

Melissa Tostevin and
Matt Le Page
Creative Team

Sue is another long-time member of the
Swoffers family, having joined us over 20 years
ago. Sue was instrumental in building the
Lettings department and now concentrates on
Open Market rentals.

Alex moved across from Local Market sales
to join the Open Market team in February
2019 having started with Swoffers in 2015.
Alex quickly developed into a successful
member of the Local Market team and is
excited to bring his breadth of knowledge
and skills across to Open Market sales.

We have our own in-house creative team
dedicated to making your property look its
absolute best.

‘I have so many favourite beaches I really don’t
know which one to choose from,’ says Sue.
‘Today, in my mind following the recent huge
tides, is Alderney Point, the north east point
of Herm. When we have low spring tides the
area opens up into a magical landscape of
rock pools, expanses of sand, rock formations
and a huge variety of seaweed can be seen;
as well as the predominant brown there are
pinks, greens and even blue tinged seaweed –
all beautiful. Sometimes seals can be spotted
sunbathing on “The Humps” - the rocks and
islets further off the coast, golden sandbanks
and rushing channels of water are exposed.
A magical place for wandering on foot or in a
kayak or small boat – but beware the incoming
tide!’

sue@swoffers.co.uk

Alex thinks the best beach in Guernsey is
Les Amarreurs on the north west coast.
‘Having grown up in the area I spent many
enjoyable summers jumping off the pier,
boating and swimming there.’

alex@swoffers.co.uk

Our digital designer Melissa joined us
just over three years ago and Matt, our
photographer, started in February 2019.
I’m not really a beach person, not a fan of
the sand, it gets everywhere,’ says Matt.
‘But I do enjoy going to the beach to
snorkel, so any beach with good places to
float around and watch life under the waves
go by.’
‘My favourite beach is Petit Bot,’ says
Melissa. ‘I usually like to swim to a small
secret bay with my friends and spend our
time in the sun. It’s also great to explore
some of the caves around the area. On the
beach I usually like to spend the day reading
or drawing the scenery of the surrounding
cliffs or other islanders basking in the
sunshine. This year I am hoping to go out
on the kayak/ paddleboard and explore
more hidden gems.’
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About Swoffers
At Swoffers we focus on property, of
course, but first and foremost our job is
about people. There’s a lot to consider
when you’re buying or selling a home,
especially if you’re contemplating a move
to the island, and it’s the relationships we
form with our clients that help to navigate
the process and make it as easy and stressfree as possible.

Swoffers has unrivalled expertise in Guernsey’s property market.
We are 100% locally owned and 100% focused on our clients.
We’ve been in business since 1972 and employ 30 staff, making
us the largest and most experienced team of property experts in
the island.
The company is wholly owned by the directors, who are all
actively involved in the business on a day-to-day basis. We know
Guernsey and its property market like the back of our hands,
and we’re keen to share our knowledge with you. We’ll guide
you through the process of buying or renting a property on the
island and answer all your burning questions about living here.
Whatever your interests, at least one of our team will be able to
help you out or introduce you to someone who can!
What makes us special is our fusion of traditional values and
customer service with the latest technology, making them work
together to provide the best service for you.
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Brace yourself
for the day ahead
Make the most of our warmer climate, breathtaking
coastline, award-winning beaches and idyllic countryside
to achieve a fantastic work-life balance. Isn’t it time you
took the plunge and made Guernsey your home?

Talk to us to discover how easy a move to Guernsey can be.

To start your journey call the Locate Guernsey team on
+44 (0)1481 220011, email enquiries@locateguernsey.com,
or visit locateguernsey.com
Follow us. Search: LocateGuernsey

A better life for you
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Digital Innovation

In the Media

Most buyers search for properties on their computer, tablet, or
phone, so we constantly update our state-of-the-art website to
make it informative and easy to navigate. It’s a mine of valuable
information about Guernsey, covering areas such as education,
lifestyle, business, and tax, and giving you a good overview of
the process of relocating to the island.

Traditional forms of advertising are important to us at Swoffers
and we regularly appear in national publications, including
Country Life and The Times. We are also a go-to source of
property expertise and comment for newsrooms and magazines.

swoffers.co.uk averages more than 75,000 visits a month,
and more than a third of all traffic is from outside of Guernsey,
indicating a high level of interest from potential Open Market
buyers. In the last year we received nearly 300,000 new users,
recording over 1 million sessions and 3,700,000 page views.
Our website is kept regularly updated and our SEO (search
engine optimisation) is continually improved, ensuring that we are
easily found by search engines. We keep our content interesting
with the addition of specially commissioned videos and high
quality, relevant articles.
Swoffers is the first estate agency in Guernsey to offer immersive
property tours, which allow potential buyers to take a virtual walk
around a home. If you’re not presently located on the island,
we’re sure you’ll appreciate the convenience of being able to
explore properties of interest wherever and whenever you choose.
Just contact us for access to these virtual tours.
We have a strong online presence generally, with LinkedIn and
banner advertising, all driving potential buyers to our website.
We also have digital partnerships with the Guernsey Press and
property portals such as Zoopla.co.uk, OnTheMarket.com,
Propertyskipper.com and Under One Roof.
Swoffers embraces the power of social media to connect with
buyers and sellers of property in Guernsey. Find us on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn. We invest in boosted and
targeted social media posts to increase the visibility of our
properties and content.
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Community
At Swoffers we are passionate about our island and helping to
make Guernsey the place where our families will have a future.
We believe in being part of the community, and we get involved –
as individuals and as a company – in many aspects of island life,
including raising money for a number of charities.
We are proud to sponsor a wide range of initiatives, charities,
and events, such as the Guernsey Football Club, Guernsey
Hockey, Guernsey Cricket, and the Pollinator Project to help
support the island’s valuable natural environment.

With the largest and most experienced
property team in Guernsey, we can guide you
smoothly through the process of buying or
selling your home in the Bailiwick.
We can also help you with planning and
construction issues, housing applications and
relocating to the Islands.
SERVICES
⁄ Sales and
acquisitions

⁄ Joint buyer/venture
agreements

⁄ Conveyancing

⁄ Property
development
financing

⁄ Leases
⁄ Planning advice
⁄ Relocation
⁄ Re-vesting real
property

⁄ Commercial
property
⁄ Wills and probate

To discuss your requirements, please contact
one of the partners listed below:

Jason Morgan
Partner

D +44 (0)1481 741563
E jason.morgan@careyolsen.com

Davey Le Marquand
Partner

D +44 (0)1481 732009
E davey.lemarquand@careyolsen.com

With you every
step of the way
P R O P E RT Y L AW S P EC I A L I ST S
C A R E Y H O U S E L E S B A N Q U E S ST P E T E R P O RT GY 1 1 B Z

careyolsen.com
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Guernsey in
strong position
after Covid
As Guernsey emerged from its
second full lockdown towards
the end of March, island life
swiftly returned to normal. There
are now no rules around going
to work or socialising. And,
with its vaccination programme
progressing well, travel
restrictions have also been eased.

Following months of living restriction-free, the
island went into lockdown on 23 January, after
four cases were found in the community with no
links to travel. There have been just two cases
recorded since the island came out of lockdown
on 22 March and islanders are now able to move
freely within the Bailiwick, without the need to
wear masks.
Deputy Peter Ferbrache, chairman of Guernsey’s
Civil Contingencies Authority, described the move
out of lockdown as a ‘huge achievement’ and
thanked islanders for sticking to lockdown rules.
He said: ‘We protected our health service, kept
our vaccine programme moving forward and
prevented a much higher loss of life.’

‘IT’S THE MOST
COURTEOUS,
DECENT, SAFE AND
SECURE PLACE
THAT I’VE EVER
BEEN TO...'

While Guernsey feels very lucky to be in such
a good position, islanders are all too aware
that things can change at any time. They have
placed their trust in the authorities’ handling of
the pandemic. A recent survey found that 90% of
those questioned in Guernsey said they agreed
with the island's chosen strategy of elimination. In
Jersey only 47% said they agreed with that island's
strategy though 32% of people who responded
said they had no strong feelings either way.
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Test and trace
Public Health measures have been crucial
in limiting the transmission of the virus and
reduce deaths associated with Covid-19
infections in Guernsey. In total during the
second wave, the island had 511 positive
cases and unfortunately one person died;
one person remains in hospital as a result
of the virus although they are no longer
infected, and there have been two further
cases since the second lockdown via
incoming travellers. The total number of
cases over waves one and two is 823 and
there have been 14 deaths.
Guernsey’s robust test and trace system
has been successful during both lockdowns
in reducing numbers quickly. In total, the
island’s Public Health team has tested
more than 105,700 samples (Guernsey’s
population is just over 65,000). Thorough
testing and contact tracing have been
absolutely key to identifying and stifling
infection.
Vaccination programme
The most vulnerable of the island’s
population has now been vaccinated and the
programme has entered the second stage,
where those aged 18-49 are receiving
their vaccinations. More than 66,000
doses of Covid-19 vaccines have been
distributed, with 101 doses per 100 people
administered. More than 32% of over-16s
have had one dose, with 44% having
received both.
Travel restrictions
After more than a year of travel restrictions
being in place, these have now begun
to ease. From Friday 23rd April business
tunnels were reinstated, allowing essential
business to be carried out during a day trip,
including the viewing of properties.
Also reintroduced on this date was country
categorisation, meaning that quarantine
periods were reduced depending on the
status of the UK. From 14th May category 2
was reintroduced, meaning that is someone
is coming from somewhere with a prevalence
of less than 30 per 100,000 they will
only have to quarantine until they receive
a negative result after arrival. New more
relaxed travel rules, aligned to the UK ‘traffic
light’ system, are due to come into force from
1 July. We know that this will be welcome
news for those looking to relocate to the
island.
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Someone who did just that is the former
Director General of Confederation of
Industry, Lord Digby Jones. He said it was
the ‘best decision’ he ever made, having
moved to the island in March 2020 just as
the UK and Guernsey went into lockdown for
the first time.
‘It’s the most courteous, decent, safe and
secure place that I’ve ever been to. We
both feel very part of it very quickly. It’s so
welcoming and decent,’ he told a recent
roundtable debate.
‘People here don’t know how lucky they are.
We’re just so utterly grateful a year on we
can’t believe our luck.’
With regard to the handling of the
pandemic, Lord Jones said that the island
had been very lucky to have the right people
in charge.
‘Napoleon said “Give me lucky generals.”
Gavin St Pier [the island’s Chief Minister
at the time of the first outbreak] had a very
good war, he was a lucky general because
he had [Guernsey’s Director of Public Health]
Dr Nicola Brink - one of the world’s leading
virologists, and she’s sitting in Guernsey. You
couldn’t be luckier if you tried,’ he said.
‘People understood economic sacrifice and
mental health sacrifice when they saw the
result of eradication of the disease, and the
fact that everybody was treated the same.’
Living with the virus
On Saturday 27th March the island
achieved total elimination of the virus
(defined as 28 days with no new cases of
infection identified). There has been one
case since from inbound travel, but they have
now recovered.
Elimination was not a requirement to move
through the stages of the exit process, and
the island’s authorities recognise that that
there will undoubtedly be further cases;
Guernsey is realistic. Covid-19 isn’t going
away any time soon, and communities all
over the world will need to learn to live with
it.
‘As we progress beyond stage 3 and remove
or reduce our border restrictions there needs
to be an acceptance that we will see cases
of Covid-19 infection and accept the fact
the virus has become endemic,’ it says in
the States of Guernsey’s Bailiwick Blueprint
document.

And so, as the island moves forward, it is
conscious of the need to think about what it
needs to do to balance the risk of infection
of Covid-19 (or a variant) with the impact of
restrictions imposed during the pandemic on
the wider health and wellbeing of Bailiwick
residents. This includes the economic impact
of the pandemic.

'AS WE
TRANSITION
OUT OF THIS
PANDEMIC, WE
ALSO NEED TO
THINK ABOUT
THE LESSONS
LEARNT...'

The government’s Bailiwick Blueprint
document concludes: ‘As we transition out of
this pandemic, we also need to think about
the lessons learnt from the last year and we
need to plan for a future where we manage
the virus in our community.
‘Considerations will include our future testing
requirements, the vaccination programme,
travel requirements such as vaccine
passports, variants of the virus emerging
globally and the long-terms effects of postCovid-19 syndrome.
‘We need to recognise that our on-island
testing ability, our track and trace process
and our community understanding of ways
in which to avoid the transmission of a virus
will ensure we can protect our healthcare
services and manage any identified cases.’
Due to the community response and
government action, Guernsey is now in a
strong position to bounce back from Covid,
and seek new opportunities to become
stronger and more dynamic than before.

Roadmap from Lockdown
March 22nd
Moved to stage 3 of
exit from lockdown

April

» No masks

Phase 2 of
vaccination
programme
(18-49) began

» No social distancing
» Non-essential travel allowed with 14 days of
self-isolation

April 23rd

May 14th

Changes to travel
» Non-essential travel allowed subject to border
controls based on country/ region categorisation

Reintroduction
of category 2**
countries/ regions

» Self-isolation reduced to seven days for arrivals
from category 3* countries/ regions. Passive
follow up rules must be followed for a further
seven days. Test on arrival and on day 7.
» Business tunnels reintroduced allowing day trips
for business meetings and house viewings

» Travel allowed with a test on arrival and no
isolation on negative result. Test on day 7 and
passive follow up rules must be followed for 14
days after their arrival.

July 1st or later
» Borders re-open with no country or regional
variations, subject to phase 1 of the vaccination
programme being completed (1st and 2nd dose)
and the first dose of phase 2 of the programme
has been delivered to eligible islanders. A single
test at the border or pre-travel may be retained,
depending on Public Health concerns

*

Category 3 countries have a prevalence of below
100 cases of Covid-19 per 100,000 population

** Category 2 countries have a prevalence of below
30 cases of Covid-19 per 100,000 population
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The
World’s
Their
Ormer
Close to 100,000 subscribers eagerly await
the next YouTube video from Smash Fishing.
Jay Le Gallic and Sam Teed’s enthusiasm
for coastal foraging and simple cooking is
infectious, and they promote sustainability
in the most entertaining way. Throw in
Guernsey’s beautiful scenery and plentiful
waters, and it’s no surprise that Smash
Fishing is hooking more subscribers every
day.

‘WE’VE GOT A LOT OF AMAZING SCENERY ON OUR
DOORSTEP...’
As his nickname suggests, Sam ‘the Cameraman’ Teed mostly
works behind the scenes, but Jay Le Gallic is the face of Smash
Fishing. ‘If we catch a fish then we sort of lose our minds a bit,’
says Jay – and you can’t help but share their excitement. It’s not just
fish that they catch: lobsters, crabs and conger eel are often on the
menu, and a special treat are ormers, the Channel Islands’ delicacy
known elsewhere as abalone. Harvesting of these molluscs is strictly
controlled, making them much prized. Jay certainly sees them as a
gift: ‘We've got a bit of a monopoly for the videos with the ormers it's something that people don't see every day.’
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What is always showcased is Guernsey’s beauty.
‘We’ve got a lot of amazing scenery on our
doorstep and that does make for easy content,’
says Jay. ‘We get 20 or 30 people a day
messaging us to say they’re going to come over
when they can – they tell me they just love the look
of the water and the castles and bunkers, stuff like
that.’
Jay’s father was a fisherman for 19 years, but he
didn’t want his son to follow in his footsteps. ‘I
wanted to be a fisherman but my dad wouldn’t
let me because he lost some friends at sea and he
told me that I wasn’t allowed to go out and work
on a boat,’ explains Jay, who went on to become
a builder. The knowledge passed from father
to son has stood Jay in good stead, however,
supplemented with plenty of research.
As well as learning about sea life, watching Smash
Fishing is an education in sustainability. Every
creature is measured and, if it doesn’t meet the
minimum landing sizes, is put back in the water.
Jay goes further than that, reminding viewers to
put rocks back in place when looking for ormers
and urging them to release female crabs and
lobsters. ‘Sustainability is the number one thing
we promote,’ says Jay. ‘I’d rather let a couple of
females go and come back up the beach with
nothing, and if you’ve got that mindset that’s
definitely going to help in the future, especially
if everyone does it. People just don’t realise, but
when we see them on the beach and we inform
them they’re more than happy to put them back –
it’s nice that they’re willing to learn.’
Smash Fishing’s ‘Catch & Cook’ videos show
how simple foraging and cooking seafood can
be. For example, you can find out how to catch a
lobster with a simple hook. ‘Hooking is relatively
new for a lot of people, especially in the UK,
whereas in Guernsey the ormerers have always
found lobsters.’ Similarly, whether it’s preparing
ormers on a camping stove on the beach or
making a lobster baguette back in his kitchen,
Jay takes cooking back to the basics: ‘I’m not a
fan of complicating things too much, and I think
people who haven’t cooked seafood before think
it’s hard to do, but when they see you just chuck in
a piece of butter and some garlic in a pan and fry
it up and it actually tastes good, they’re definitely
inspired by it.’
Smash Fishing has been going for three years, and
it took Jay and Sam a year to get to a thousand
subscribers. Having lost his building job during
the pandemic, Jay is now able to dedicate himself
full-time to Smash Fishing, but he appears to be
relaxed about subscriber numbers: ‘Sam and I
just focus on making the best videos we can, and
doing something that people haven’t seen before.
The numbers come afterwards.’
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'WE DO SAY THAT
FISHING IS LIKE
THERAPY – IF YOU’RE
HAVING A HARD DAY
AND YOU GO AND
LOSE YOURSELF
DOWN THE BEACH
FOR A FEW HOURS,
YOU TEND TO COME
BACK A LOT MORE
CALM'
Getting close to nature clearly does wonders for
your mental health, as Jay enthuses on camera:
‘We do say that fishing is like therapy – if you’re
having a hard day and you go and lose yourself
down the beach for a few hours, you tend to
come back a lot more calm.’ If you’re lucky
enough to live in Guernsey, you can experience
this for yourself, with Smash Fishing’s valuable
advice guiding you along the way.
Find SMASH FISHING! on YouTube

BVI | Cayman | Guernsey | Jersey | London

HERE FOR YOU
Helping you through some of life’s big decisions
Whether you are looking to move home, would like advice on a family-related matter
or want peace of mind on providing for future generations, we are here to help.
At Collas Crill, we provide joined-up legal services in property, family matters, and wills and estates.
Offering discreet, practical advice and a personalised approach, we can navigate you through some
of life’s big decisions to help you reach the best possible outcomes for you and your family.
To find out how we can help you, visit collascrill.com | Connect with us

Your key
contacts

PAUL
NETTLESHIP
Partner,
Property

JASON
GREEN
Partner,
Property

JOANNE
SEAL
Group Partner,
Private Client

ADRIAN
BROWN
Partner,
Family Law

ELIZABETH
COUCH
Partner,
Family Law

WE ARE OFFSHORE LAW | WE ARE COLLAS CRILL
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A NEW LEASE
OF LIFE
Lord Digby Jones has long had an
affinity with Guernsey, and in March
2020 he and his wife Pat made
the island their permanent home.
Swoffers was keen to find out if they
are pleased with the decision they
made.
Lord Digby Jones is an international businessman,
media commentator, TV presenter, author and
public speaker. A lawyer by profession, he has
held a number of illustrious positions: Director
General of the Confederation of British Industry,
Minister of State for UK Trade & Investment and
Member of the House of Lords, and his list of
achievements and accolades makes for exhausting
reading. Digby has travelled the world, speaking
on all aspects of global trade, politics and society,
so it’s fair to say that he knew what ingredients the
place he chose to live would possess.
Digby originally came to Guernsey on business
in the mid-1990s, and over the years he and
Pat became regular visitors to the island, getting
to know people along the way. Ten years ago
Digby was asked to be a founding patron of
the Guernsey Community Foundation. ‘I did that
because I believed in the island, not because I
was coming to live here, I had no idea,’ explains
Digby. ‘And then when Corbyn ran Theresa
May very close in the 2017 general election, I
said to Pat I’m not living in a country that’s got a
Prime Minister who’s an anti-business, anti-Semite
Marxist, and she said why don’t we try Guernsey?
So we thought we’d better buy a house, to have
a place where we could spend weekends and
holidays and also know it was there as a bolthole
if the worst happened.’

Although politically this did not come to pass,
something bigger was on the horizon. ‘We got
to the point where what was then the Covid
epidemic, before it became a pandemic, started
to look pretty serious. I said I thought we shouldn’t
be in England while that was going on and that
we should go and live in Guernsey, and Pat said,
“My thoughts precisely.”’ Their timing was perfect,
as they arrived on the island the day before the
UK went into lockdown, with Guernsey following
suit two days later. In June last year they became
full-time residents of Guernsey, going non-resident
of the UK, and in August Digby retired from the
House of Lords.

'COME WITH A
COMPLETELY OPEN
MIND. LET GUERNSEY
CHANGE YOU MORE
THAN YOU CHANGE
GUERNSEY'
There are many things Digby appreciates about his
new home: ‘It’s absolutely fabulous. The people are
wonderful, they’re courteous, it’s safe and secure.
What other society on earth paints “after you” on
the road? That’s what filter means! Is it perfect?
No. Are there things that could be done better?
You bet there are, but a lot of people who moan
about Guernsey have no idea just how lucky they
are.’ The pandemic certainly shone a spotlight
on what can be achieved when a society unites.
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‘The Guernsey Together concept, which no one
imposed on anybody, just emerged and grew
and it’s absolutely spot on. It’s hit a nerve: the
community do feel closer together and it’s lovely
to see.'
The way business is done has changed, and this
is also positive for Guernsey. Digby is Chairman
of six companies and much of his work has been
conducted remotely. ‘Without doubt it’s been
efficient, it’s worked, business has functioned,’ he
says. ‘Emotional intelligence is easier to translate
if you’re in person but I’m planning my diary
ahead and I’m not going back to the old days
of every single meeting being done in person.’
When asked how he would describe Guernsey’s
business community to an outsider, Digby says:
‘It’s sophisticated, it’s globally engaged – there
are good quality people doing incredibly
important jobs generating a lot of wealth for the
island and paying their fair share of tax. Pat and
I have moved our investments from the UK to
Guernsey, and you can’t have a better statement
of our belief in the island than that.’ As regards
smaller businesses in retail, construction and
services, Digby is equally positive: ‘I think we’re
blessed with very, very good professionals on
the island. They’re brilliant in their approach –
nothing is too much trouble. You do pay for it, but
there’s a fair bit of competition and it’s nice that
people compete for your patronage, not just on
price but on the level of service, timing and all of
that.’
Digby is known for being forthright in his
opinions, and he was offered the opportunity to
write a monthly column in The Guernsey Press,
and to speak for an hour each month on BBC
Radio Guernsey. Was he worried how this might
be received? ‘I talk about the issues of the day
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but in a way where I hope what comes through is
that I comment from the basis of actual experience
and not just interested opinion. I’ve been around
the block and I do understand, but on the other
hand I'm an immigrant, and a recent one at that,
and I don’t want to come in and tell you that I
have all the answers because I certainly don’t.’
The island lifestyle is clearly suiting Digby and Pat
down to the ground. ‘The restaurants are great,
the weather’s better – to just go out on the cliffs,
look at the sunrise, take deep breaths, especially
for a lad from Birmingham.’ Despite discovering
Guernsey butter and Gâche (fruit loaf), Digby is
feeling healthier than ever: ‘People seem to take
more exercise here and they seem to bother with
their natural environment more here. I’ve never
learnt to respect my body or exercise as much
as I have in the last year. I've lost two and a half
stone, I’ve kept it off and I haven’t been on a
diet, it’s been brought about because my whole
lifestyle has changed.’
What advice would Digby give to anyone
considering a move to the island? ‘Come with
a completely open mind. Let Guernsey change
you more than you change Guernsey. I would
say that there are so many wonderful things that
can enrich your life - have a good look at your
lifestyle, have a good look at the way that you
create your wealth. Have a good look at the way
that you conduct yourself, and you can learn a
lot from Guernsey. Yes, there will be things that
frustrate you, but just understand that you did not
come here for a continuation of what you've got.
You came here for a change, so let it work its
magic on you.'
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Swoffers unveils
new branding for 2021
Swoffers has a long history within the
Bailiwick of Guernsey.

We are the island’s property experts and needed
a brand that stands out.

The quality of our people, our local knowledge
and our passion has never been questioned.
Nor has our ability to listen and react to the
ever-changing property market in the Channel
Islands.

So as we approach 50, we thought it was about
time we had a bit of work done.

Our previous brand was outdated and didn’t
really represent who or what we are.
Over the years so much has changed –
the market, the way we work, our clients’
expectations, the technology we use, and so
much more.

A bold new suite of brand assets has been
created to deliver a consistent brand experience
however you interact with Swoffers.
Incorporating a key within in the brand literally
opens up so many different doors and is also a
symbol of trust and safety.
A new, class-leading website is being created for
release later this year.

Pretty much the only thing that has stayed the
same (apart from our values) is the way we look!

In the meantime, the existing website has been
thoroughly reworked in line with the new brand.

It was time that the Swoffers brand reflected
the fact that we are responsive, proactive, and,
above all, passionate about what we do.

Our fleet of cars (perfectly sized for the local
roads) looks smart in the new colours. With
the environment important to Swoffers, we are
gradually transitioning to hybrid or electric cars.
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Bold but friendly, modern but tied to tradition,
our new look and messaging provides a strong
foundation for all of our future marketing
activities. We hope you like it.

A high quality service in
private client banking

Rothschild & Co is one of the world’s leading financial services groups with a
history of over 200 years and a presence in Guernsey for 50 years.
We provide our private clients with an international banking service which
respects tradition and reflects the requirements of the modern world.

Silver bar
Silver bars, as well as gold, were
produced at the Royal Mint Refinery
in London’s East End during
Rothschild’s ownership of the
business (1852-1968). Each bar
was marked with a unique number
and a guarantee of its purity.

The range of services available includes:
•
•
•
•

Call, Notice and Fixed Term Deposits
Foreign Exchange
Discretionary Investment Management
Portfolio and Residential Property Lending

The minimum amount required to open and maintain an account with us
is £100,000 or currency equivalent.
You can find out more by calling Sinead Granville on +44 1481 705128
or by e-mailing marketing@rothschildandco.com.

Rothschild & Co Bank International Limited is licensed and regulated by the Guernsey Financial Services Commission for the provision of Banking and Investment services. It is incorporated
in Guernsey with company number 1088. Its registered address is St Julian’s Court, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 3BP, Telephone 01481 713713. It is a participant in the Guernsey Banking
Deposit Compensation Scheme which offers full protection for “qualifying deposits” up to £50,000, subject to certain limitations. The maximum total amount of compensation is capped at
£100,000,000 in any 5 year period. Full details are available on the Scheme’s website www.dcs.gg or on request.

Why moving
offshore requires
specialist advice
By Martin Baudains
Ogier

The traditional arguments made for relocating to the
Channel Islands used to revolve around unspoiled
beaches, sunshine, great restaurants, and a favourable
tax regime.
Today, those arguments still hold true – but add to these the island's
successful effort in containing Covid-19, with currently no need for
social distancing and no mandatory requirements for face masks,
and it's easy to see why Guernsey's enviable quality of life might be
a tempting proposition for those looking to relocate their families or
retire.
But the process of moving offshore requires specialist advice. Ogier,
which was named Law Firm of the Year – Guernsey in the Citywealth
IFC Awards 2021, offers relocation services to assist with every
aspect of relocating to Guernsey, including immigration, property,
estates and corporate matters.
The firm's relocation specialists can not only advise on the residency
process, wealth structuring, and buying of property, but are able
to guide clients to trusted contacts in the property, tax and banking
fields for expert bespoke advice.
"Navigating through the process of moving offshore requires
expertise in the residency process itself, the process of finding and
buying (and often extending or adapting) a property, and in terms
of wealth structuring advice," said Guernsey Advocate and property
law specialist Martyn Baudains, who leads Ogier's specialist
relocations team in Guernsey.
"We handle a wide range of Open Market transactions, including the
purchase and sale of the most valuable properties in the island. Our
residential property team of lawyers, conveyancers and paralegals
includes some of the most experienced specialists in the Channel
Islands property sector, and we have the resources to support you if
and when your transaction hits a complication."
Ogier's teams offer a proactive service to help clients navigate
through the unfamiliar process of moving to Guernsey. Its experts
work with tax advisers and onshore counsel on everything from
pre-move planning to the immigration process and property matters,
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including advising on the suitable route to residency for each
applicant's personal requirements.
With many decades' experience in this specialist area, Ogier's
offering is built upon absolute discretion and, with its unique and
longstanding network of contacts in Guernsey, Ogier can offer an
exceptionally smooth process to clients and intermediaries.
For more information about Ogier's relocation services
visit www.ogier.com.

Expert guidance, precisely tailored.
Finding the right home has
to work for your family, your
lifestyle and your future.
Whether you’re buying, selling or investing
in property in the Channel Islands, our
experienced property team will ensure you
avoid any pitfalls. We provide a personal and
unique service to all our private clients.

Our wider services include:
Advising on relocations and high value
residency applications in conjunction with
trusted tax advisers.
Co-ordinating surveyors, architects, site
and property finding professionals, as well
as private banks, to provide a seamless and
personal service.
Responsive and commercially aware planning
and construction law advice.

Property Law
Redwood House, St Julian’s Avenue, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1WA
Telephone: +44 1481 721672
See ogier.com for more information about Ogier’s legal services.

ogierproperty.com

Sustainability ranks high
for Guernsey
By Marc Laine, Managing Director of ESI Monitor

It’s no secret that the world is in the middle
of a climate crisis. From TV documentaries to
scientists, COP26 to a 16-year-old Swedish
activist; the environment and protecting our
planet is at the top of the global agenda.
Every day we hear world leaders urging
everyone from big corporations to individuals
to act.
Living on an island as beautiful as Guernsey,
it is easy to see the importance of playing
our part to protect its environment. However,
although it is but a tiny corner of the world,
we should also recognise our behaviour is
also inextricably linked to the wider goal to
safeguard the planet. Just this year, Guernsey
Electricity announced all imported electricity,
which accounts for 93% of the island’s
electricity, will be from renewable sources,
and the local government has committed to
Guernsey becoming carbon neutral by 2050.
Guernsey’s business community is also
increasingly focused on green initiatives,
particularly in financial services. This is
where ESI Monitor comes in. We are an
environmental sustainability business,
headquartered in Guernsey, with the vision
to see all organisations make a commitment
to best sustainable practice and offer
professional tools to those who have enrolled
in our Environmental Framework. We currently
have more than 60 clients across 10 countries

p36 - SUMMER 2021 | OPEN MARKET PROPERTIES | SWOFFERS

enrolled in the innovative framework.
Our team of consultants has also developed an
ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance)
reporting and performance platform to help
businesses inform, evaluate and report on
ESG data. The ESG Investment Insight tool
recognises the importance of ESG to identify
the risks and opportunities presented by
climate change, decarbonisation and other
aspects of transition economies.
Benchmarking provides organisations with
data on their position within their industry
against environmental or social criteria. This
data is helpful for businesses to see how they
compare to competitors and influence change
internally. ESI’s frameworks align with the
UN’s sustainable development goals (SDGs)
to ensure organisations are as impactful as
possible.
Most recently, ESI Monitor launched a public
directory on its website to showcase the
pledges made by Channel Island companies to
achieve the Paris Agreement’s net zero target
by 2050.
The Paris Agreement was created with the
overall goal to limit global warming to well
below 2 degrees Celsius. To achieve this,
governments and organisations have agreed
to undertake a rapid reduction of greenhouse

gas emissions and strike a balance between
emissions produced and emissions removed.
This is known as net zero emissions.
We know that the environment, and wider
ESG considerations, are very important to
people, and so we are very proud to be able
to highlight good practice in Guernsey and
further afield. It’s vital to be loud and proud
about practices implemented and changes
made, as long as these are communicated
transparently and honestly.
ESI Monitor is committed to helping businesses
navigate the sustainability agenda with
transparency, honesty and accountability and
to showcasing great local projects that show
Guernsey is playing its part in creating change
and ensuring we leave a healthier planet for
our children and grandchildren: Ultimately, it is
our responsibility.
For more information about ESI Monitor
and how we can help then please visit our
website: www.esimonitor.org or get in touch:
enquiries@esimonitor.org
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Swoffers creates
Bee-lly the
Golden Guernsey
goat for charity
project
The team at Swoffers were busy bees during the island’s
second lockdown in February.
While negotiators continued to provide virtual viewings (when
restrictions allowed) and used their fleet of vehicles to deliver muchneeded food and supplies to the elderly and vulnerable, production
assistant Melissa Tostevin swapped her easel for a Golden Guernsey
goat.
In a project that will hopefully raise thousands of pounds for Autism
Guernsey, 52 local businesses have spent hundreds of hours
transforming fibreglass goats into things of beauty. The idea is that
from May to September the goats will be on display in prominent
positions around the island. A competition will be held, encouraging
islanders to have a selfie taken with each one, with an overall winner
receiving an iPad.
An artist who normally spends her free time using oils to paint still life
and portraits, Melissa took the opportunity in lockdown to turn the
Swoffers goat into Bee-lly (as in Billy!)
‘We got the idea from having worked previously with La Societe
Guernesiaise’s Pollinator Project, which looks after Guernsey’s
valuable insect population,’ said Melissa.
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This map of guernsey shows
‘roughly’ where all of the
golden guernsey goats are.
see if you can track them all
down, maybe take photos of them
along the way and share them
online and ON social media.
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After giving the goat a golden base coat,
Melissa set to work painstakingly painting
on hundreds of little hexagons, to create
a honeycomb effect. Each one was then
topped off with glitter, before adding gold
leaf to the horns, hooves and tail. The final
touch was handmade clay bees, handpainted and individualised, with the queen
bee - wearing a crown - atop Bee-lly’s head.
Creating these was a team effort, alongside
Swoffers’ photographer Matt Le Page, who
came up with the goat’s name.
‘I’ve been literally covered in glitter for a
couple of months now! But we’ve really
enjoyed doing it, even though it’s been backbreaking at times,’ said Melissa.
Bee-lly will sit in Swoffers’ window for the
next couple of months and will have his
picture taken with islanders completing the
Golden Guernsey Goat Trail.
In September he will be auctioned off at
the island’s concert hall, St James, will all
proceeds going to local charity, Autism
Guernsey.

This is not the first such project in Guernsey.
Previously the island has seen the creation
of technicolor Guernsey donkeys (an
affectionate name for the local people) and
Guernsey cows, all of which have been
auctioned off raising thousands for local
charities.

‘I’VE BEEN
LITERALLY
COVERED IN
GLITTER FOR
A COUPLE OF
MONTHS NOW!'
Find out more about the Golden
Guernsey Goat Trail on its Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
GoldenGSYGoatTrail
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